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SUBJECT :RESULTS OF DJIBOUTI ROUNDTABLE CONFERENCE 

1 . FRENCH EMBASSY OFFICER CALLED AT DEPARTMENT MARCH 23 
TO DISCUSS RESULTS OF PARIS ROUNDTABLE ON DJIBOUTI. 

2. HE CONFIRMED THAT ROUNDTABLE PARTICIPANTS WERE COMPOSED 
OF GOVERNING COUNCIL PRESIDENT KAMIL AND SEVERAL OF HIS 
MINISTERS, AN LPAI DELEGATION LED BY HASSAN GOULED AND 
AHMED DINI, A DELEGATION OF THE PARLIAMENTARY MAJORITY, 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNI MINORITY GROUP, AND THE FLCS. 

THERE WERE NO REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE UNI MAJORITY, THE 
MPL, OR THE MLD. 

3. THE ROUNDTABLE AGREED THAT THE REFERENDUM AND 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS WOULD TAKE PLACE AT THE SAME TIME. 
ALTHOUGH ABDUL KAMIL HAD AT FIRST OPPOSED PARLIAMENTARY 
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ELECTIONS, HE ULTIMATELY AGREED. THE LPAI AND FLCS PRO- 
POSED THAT THE ENTIRE FTAI BE TREATED AS A SINGLE ELECTORAL 
DISTRICT. KAMIL AND BARKAT GOURAT (PRESUMABLY SPEAKING FOR 
THE AFAR INTERESTS) OPPOSED THIS. THE COMPROMISE WAS: 

ONE "ELECTORAL DISTRICT" CONSISTING OF THE ENTIRE TERRI- 
TORY BUT DIVIDED INTO ELECTORAL SECTORS IN WHICH THE 65 
REPRESENTATIVES WOULD BE APPORTIONED AS FOLLOWS: 

DJIBOUTI 29, TADJOURA 12, DIKHIL 12, ALI SABIEH 6, AND 
OBOCK 6. (COMMENT: THE COMPROMISE APPEARS TO MAKE NO 
SUBSTANTIVE CONCESSION TO LPAI/FLCS PROPOSAL.) BOTH 
THE FLCS AND BARKAT GOURAT WITHHELD THEIR CONSENT FROM 
THIS COMPROMISE. 

4. CONFERENCE ALSO DISCUSSED FUTURE COOPERATION BY THE 
FRENCH AND THE REPUBLIC IN THE FIELDS OF EDUCATION, 
COINAGE/CURRENCY, RADIO AND TELEVISION, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, 
AND THE AIRPORT. IT WAS AGREED THAT DJIBOUTI WOULD 
REMAIN WITHIN THE DOLLAR ZONE. IT WAS ALSO AGREED 

THAT A FRENCH MISSION WOULD BE SENT TO DJIBOUTI AND 
ADDIS TO DISCUSS THE POST-INDEPENDENCE STATUS OF THE 
FRAN CO-ETHIOPIAN RAILWAY. 

5. THE RANGE OF VARIOUS POSSIBILITIES FOR MILITARY 
COOPERATION WERE ALSO DISCUSSED, AMONG WHICH WERE A 
BILATERAL AGREEMENT TO TRAIN A NATIONAL ARMY AND AN 
AGREEMENT TO MAINTAIN FRENCH FORCES IN DJIBOUTI TO 
DEFEND THE TERRITORY OF THE REPUBLIC. IT WAS DECIDED 
THAT A MISSION FROM THE MINISTRIES OF COOPERATION AND 
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DEFENSE WOULD BE SENT TO DJIBOUTI TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER 
FURTHER AND TO PREPARE DRAFT ACCORDS. 


CHRISTOPHER 
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